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ON THE OPERATIONAL STORM SURGE MODEL IN THE UNITED STATES

Jye

Chen

National Weather Service

ABSTRACT

In the recent years, the operational storm surge model in U. S.has reached a mature stage. The

model, referred as SLOSH ( Sea, Lake, and Overland Surges from Hurricanes ), is capable of

portraying the surge flooding conditions, such as the intrusion of seawater into bays and rivers,

overtopping levees, and over-land flows. From the past years, the analyzed data after the storm

event has shown the model’s reliability in surge computations. However, because today’s storm

track forecasts lack the needed accuracy, it is unwise to rely on a single track forecast for the storm

surge forecast. Therefore, this model has been used as studying tool on evacuation planning instead,

so that the concerned agencies can effectively perform the disaster prevention operations,

Key words: Storm surge model, SLOSH, overtopping levees, disaster _prevention operations.



