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Report on Typhoon “Cora”
Abstract

Typhoon Cora was the third typhoon that invaded Taiwan in
1966. She first genetated over the sea southwest of the Mariana
Islands, located at 18.3°N and 141.0°E on the Synoptic Chart at 0000
GMT, 31 Aug. Heér intensity increased rapidly to 40 m/s within 36
hours and réached tlie stage of a moderate typhoon, moving to the
north-west. Twelve hours later, the maximum wind velocity in

" the vicinity of its center was reported to 50~60 m/s and she thus was
classified a strong typhooh. The Taiwan Weather Bureau issued its
first Typhoon Warning at 14:30 GMT, 8rd Sépt. Cora changed her
direction to west-north-west and began to slow down as she
approached Miyako from the southwest. Later on typhoon Cora could
be observed clearly on the radar scope is located in Hualien and was
inaugurated this year, which indicated that her direction continued
to the west-north-west with a speed of 10 kilometers per hour. Its
maximum wind velocity increased to 65 mfs and center pressure
dropped to 91Tmb.

On the morning of 5th Sept., both the synoptic analysis and the
radar scope showed that Cora had gradually changed its course
toward the north. This new track apparently was influenced by a
weak trough to the north of the storm. This situation was quite similiar”
to that of typhoon Gloria in 1963. A few hours later, strong typhoon
Cora switched back to a westerly course and sideswiped northern
Taiwan. Its center passed near Pengchiayu. The maximum wind velocity
observed at that station was 62.7 m/s. The instantaneous wind veélocity
was estimated at about 75m/s. Fortunatély, Cora was filling rapidly at
that time and its intensity wa$ strongly decreasing outward from its
center. Hence, only little damage was reported on Taiwan. Rainfall was
concentrated over a limited area near the Tatunshan mountain area,
which reported about 400mm. Two houses in Taipei collapsed in
floods. Several highways were flooded and traffic was disrupted.
The three rivers flowing past Taipei were all swollen; the water
level at two of them exceeding the warning mark.
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“Fig. 1: The track of typhoon Cora and compared with typhoon Gloria in 1963.
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Fig. 2: Sea level chart, 1200 GCT, 5th Sept. 1966.
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-~ Fig. 4 : The variation of the lowest
pressure and maximum wind velocity of
typhoon Cora (Solid line-pressure, broken
line wind velocity.)
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Fig. 5: The sequence of pressure, wind -
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was observed.at Pengchiayu during typhoon
Cora’s passage. '
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Fig. 7: The distribution of frainfall in.
Taiwan area during Cora’s passage.
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