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The Compilation and Analysis of Earthquake Data in Taiwan, 1898-1945

Shih-Nan Cheng, Zein-Shen Chang, Chien-Fu Wu and Yeong Tein Yeh
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Abstract

There are 387 documents, 1,317 pages, about instrumentally seismic observation before
1945 to be compiled from the collections of the Central Weather Bureau, According to the
contents and locations, these documents are divided into three groups. The first one is 2bout the
observations of near-field earthquakes. 153 documents (764 pages) were collected form June 7,
1901, Ilan earthquake to December 2, 1943 Hualien earthquake. The second one is monthly
report or yearly report of seismicity. There are 176 documents (431 pages) during January 1909
to January 1933. The third one is about the observations of intermediate- to far-field earthquakes
that contains 58 documents (122 pages) from 1906 San earthquake to 1924 Tokyo earthquake.
According to these documents, the evolution of intensity scale was built. The method of

earthquake location and it’s possible error of different period are also discussed.
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